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‘* HAIL SACRED POLITY, BY FREEDOM REAR’D ! 
‘* HAIL SACRED FREEDOM, WHEN BY LAW RESTRAIN’D !” 
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Mriginal Effaps. 


Hither the products of your closet-labors bring, 
Enrich our columns, and instruct mankind. 


QDs eeecccesrereeeorerseoesereseeee decereesteererere seen 


FOR THE BALANCE. 





A SINGULAR MODE OF DUELLINXG. 


T is a curious faét, that many 
millions of people, in Afia and Africa, 
who live under the vivifying influence of 
an almoft vertical fun, and enjoy a perpet- 
ual f{pring, where there is conftantly, 
* One boundlefs bluth, one white-em- 
purpled thower of mingled bloffoms ;’’— 
are deflitute of fancy and tafle, and con- 
tinue ina condition of torpid ignorance ; 
while a defire for literature is awakened 
and tancy is lighted up in the minds of 
the inhabitants of the cold and dreary re- 
gions of the North. The people of Ice- 
land, where the earth is perpetually en- 

ined with froft ; where the fun never 

but a few degrees above the horizon ; 
and where fable night reigns, for feveral 
Months together ; have a tafte for litera- 
ture, and particularly for politics and po- 
etry. 

“On Heckla, and onthe rocks ot the 
fixty-fixth degree ef North latitude (fays 
af ingenious writer) political literature is 
hot fo barren as might be expefted from 
te foil and climate. The inhabitant of 

cold regions of Iceland has, indeed, 
v0 t had a warm heart for literature. 
‘ the Printing-office at Hoolum, eftab- 
Hed two hundred and fixty-eight years 
“ a monthly intelligencer is printed, 
om h bears the name of the Iceland 
-Paper,”” 


oe 


As well the poetical tafte ot thofe moon- 
fhine geniufes, as the mildnefs and fuav- 


ity of their difpofitions, appear from the 
following anecdote. 


It has been credibly related, that when 
any two Icelanders have an affair of hon. 
our, or a quarrel, as it is vulgarly call- 
ed, inftead of boxing and bruifing togeth- 
er, like flurdy Englifhmen of the lower 
claffes ; or whipping ene another through 
the lungs, with fwords, or mutually in- 
je@ting leaden pills, as has been common 
among the more polite and fafhionable 
people, as well in America as in moft parts 
of Europe ;—they fcourge each other 
(carefully minding never to break the fkin 
or fetch blood) with flender twigs, pluck- 
ed from the neighbourhood of Parnaffus. 
That is to fay, the contending parties go- 
ing forth and taking a confpicuous ftand, 
amidft the affembled friends and acquain- 
tance of both fides, exert their talents in 
ridiculing and buffetting each other in 
rhyme ; and he that is able to keep up 
this pugnacular poetry with the moft {pir- 
it, and to continue it the longeft, is declar- 
edto be the conquerer. In this way, a 
difpute between them is decided ; and, at 
the {ame time, all the company are high- 
ly amufed and diverted. 


Thus the lads, in Iceland, learn the art 
of verfifying, for defence, and for annoy- 
ing their rivals ; even as people of other 
nations learn boxing and fencing. When 
I firft fet myfeli down to f{cribble upon 
this fubje&, it was my intention to have 
recommended this bloodlefs mode of du- 
elling to my dear countrymen ; in lieu of 
the fanguinary praétice that is now in fath- 
ion. Happy, methought, would it be if 








| the American bucks, taking a leffon from 








the Iceland gentry, might learn to fettle 
their affairs of honour in this harmlefs 
manner. But, on the other hand, it ought 
to be confidered that the Americans are 
not born poets, and with the moft firen- 
uous efforts, feldom rife above mediocri- 
ty ;—that the faculty of gecting and keep- 
ing money is accounted, in this country, 
the moft eftimable of all talents, whereas a 
mufe-ridden genius feldom fails to be 
poor ;—and finally, that the Iceland cuf- 
tom might caufe the whole country to be 
deluged with wretched poetry, by tempting 
many people, as well females as males, to 


murder rhyme, who have hitherto been 
pure from this crying fin.—Therefore, fe- 
rioufly weighing thefe objeétions, and 
nicely balancing the pros and cons, Ihave 
concluded to give up my proje& and'to 
leave duelling as I found it—left the rem- 
edy fhould prove worfe than the difeafe. 


PROJECTOR. 
"© SPR REA AAA ITD I 
Columbian C€loquence, 


SPEECH OF 
MR. GOUVERNEUR MORRIS, 


In the Senate of the United States, on - 


the refolution for dire@ing the Secretary 
of the Senate to give an attefied copy of 
the proceedings relating to the nomination 
and appointment of William Marbury and 
others, as juflices of the peace in the terri- 
tory of Columbis, as mentioned in our lak, 


[From the Evening Post} 
Mr. Presipenr, 
WHEN I firft rofe in this debate, I 
felt and exprefled much doubt ; but the 
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better reafon appeared in favor of thé ref- | 
olution, I had determined to vote for it. 

At prefemt my opinion ts clear and decid- 
ed—The conviétion has been produced by 
the arguments of thofe who oppofe the ref- 
olution. Thefe contain the moft mon- 
itrous fyftem of tyranny that ever, I be- 
lieve, was brought before a national af- 
fembiy.. Permit me to notice a few of 
the flrange pofitions which we have juf 
heard. 


It has been faid by a gentleman from 
Georgia on my right, (Gen. Jackfon) that 
an--extraét from our Executive Journal 
fhoul!d not be given to a fuitor in one of 
our courts, becaufe it may contain matter 
to fupport an impeachment againft the 
Prefident, which impeachment is to bé tried 
before us ; and thereforewe, being judges, 
fhould not alfo become parties, by furniih. 
ingevidence. -And yet the fame gentleman 
has told us, that upon the demand of the 
other Houfe, (who according to him have 
a right to demand every thing) we are 
boundto furnifh this very evidence, if they 
require it, for the purpole of bringing aud 
maintaining an impeachment. Thus we 
uit withhold from a fellow. citizen the 
evidence needful to fupport his right, be- 
caufe it may turnifh ground for impeach. 
ment, although no queflion of impeach- 
mentexift. This too, it feems, is required 
by the impartiality which we fhould pre- 
ferve as Judges, before whom fuch poflible 
impe@@hment may be tried ; but where 
there is,a queflion of vate silly and 
where we are in effeét the judges, then, 








We have been told that a Treaty when 1] 
“hig claimed by the Prefident is the {upreme 


aw, and that the previous affent of the 
Senate cannot be enquired into. Gracious |} 
God! And is it come to this, that the 


Proclamations of our Prefident ihall be the 
fupreme law-ot the land? q bat we muft | 
fubmit to it without enquiry ? Ana bow 1s 
this mon flrous doétrine dupported ? Why 
we aic told that becaufe it 1s not proper 1: 
the cafe of acommon Sfathte to examine 





| itis now again produced, 


tet 


different occafions. I never noticed it, 


| becaufe 1 it appeared to carry with itfelf 


| fufhcient evidence of its falacy ; but fince 
it may be wel] 
to give it one moment’s notice. A right 
to examine whether we agree to a certain , 
iefolution, implies, it feems, a right to 
controu! our conduét. It may be a quef. 
tion, in an infurance caufe, whether dam. 
ages was fuflained by a violent wind a 
Does the examination into that fa@ 


ied. 





the Journals of the two Houles ter the 
purpole of knowing whether the affent of 
each was given, therefore we mui! not 
examine the executive journal of the Sen 
ate to know whether two thirds of th« 
members prefent advifed and confented to 
the ratification ofa Treaty. Burt are the 
cales at all fimilar ? The law is figned by 





imply a right to command the winds and 


lh the feas P Does the enquiry whether a thi 


has perifhed in the ftorm, imply the right 
to correét and controul the Almighty ruler 
of florms ? 
We heve been told by the member laf 
UP» i1om Georgia, that the evidence afked 
r by the petitioners is ulclefs, becaufe, 





ident of the Senate, and the Speaker of t! 
Houle. It contains theref. the 
evidence in the nature of things, that the 
tull aflent required by the Confticutior 
has been given. Kut 1s this the cafe wil 
atreaty ? No. ‘The evidence of the con- 
fent ol this Senate appeais only by extraé& 
trom their minutes, made out by theii 
Secretary. And fhall this preciede the 
enquiry whether in effe& that affent was 
given which your Secretary has certufi- 


ed ? 


We have been told by gentlemen, whe 
feem to know all the merits otf the cafe 
which is before the court, that the dignity 
of the Prefident is involved in it. For 


the Prefident of the United States, the Pret. |} a 
| 
; 


belt | 


} 


re 


al though the Senate. may have approved 
| of them as officers, upon the Prefident’s 
| nomination, yet it was in the difcretion of 
| the Prefident to make or omit the appoint. 
ment, which could conter a right, 
That gentleman feems to be pertfecily ac. 
quainied with the caufe which 1s depend. 
ing. He know $ prec iely what prot is 
needful tor the; profecutor : and deeming 
that which he afks tor be infufhcient, 
thinks preper to refufe it. 

It appears to me, fir, that this Senate 
is not the proper tribunal, either to exam. 
ine the merits of the caufe, or the validly 
& weight of evidences. The fe are the prop. 
| er fubje&ts of enquiry elfewhere. It we 


alone 











my own part I know nothing of the cale, 





forfooth, on the demand of the other 


Huufle, we are bound to turnith that evi- | 


dence which we are. bound now to with- 
ho}d. 

‘We have been told, thatthe executive 
officers are al! dependent on the Cinet, and 
att under his direélions ; chat therefore his 
dignity is implicated in their aéts.—And 
coalequently the conduét of thefe agents 
mull not be queitioned, left his dignity be 
impaired, . What broader fhield can be in- 
terpofed to fhelter the agents of executive 
authority ? How con they be more con- 


feffedly guarded againft all iifvefligation ? 


Weare further told, that acondemnation 
of thele agents mull alfeé the dignity of 
our Firft Magiftrate. Malt it indeed ? 
And is therefore no profecution 


from, Jove to bind the earth in vaflalage. 


And what becomes of our Prefident’s digm- 


A f{ub- 
truff, 
guilty ot mal- 


ty under this flrange doftrine, 
ordinate agent abufes his 
lates his duty, and is 


pratlice; he is ‘arraigned; and becaufe 
the culprit is convi€ied and condemned, is 
the dignity of Guverument therefyre vio- 


| But the genticmen 
\} fay the dignity of the Prefident is involv- 
ed, and that we are in duty bound to pro- 


to be 
made ; 48 no -condemination to take place ? 
This is indeed the golden chain let down 


Vio- 


neither do 1 with to know, for I have no 
arate, to try it. 


But how ? What have 
the petimaners alked 2? TI ey have aiked 


teét his dignity. 


the evidence of a ft. And how are we 
to proveét the Prefident’s dignity ? By 
withhoidimy that evidence. And are gen- 


tlemen then ot opinion that a difclofure of 


fatis will imparcthe dignity of our Firlt 
Mayiltrate ? Sir, 1 have no fuch appre- 
henfion. I-truft that our Prefident has 
afted properly, and that a full e1 nquiry in- 
to faéts muft redound to his honour.— 
Thofe who offer this refolution, feem to 
think otherwife. But I afk, are they pre- 
pared by their vote to declare that in jurt- 
ous opinion ? Is there a gentleman in this 
fenate who, when the yeas and nays are 
called, will record. bis opinion, that, the 





we prejudge the caufe ; and | fall t e glad 
to know, if this Ka ce be adopted, what 
cafe can exift in which a !ike 1:eluial may 
{ not be A client is advifed by his 
' counfel to apply to us for evidence in our 
power, as neediul to fup} port 

We retufe, becaufe, in 

| 


our opinion, 
evidence is not alone fufficient. 


' 
| adopt the ge ntleman’s s reafoni ing, however, 
t 


maae. 


his rights— 
that 


But the fame gentleman has told us he 
would not eftablifh any genera! precedent. 
He would always judge ot ihe part cular 
circumftance ; and under the partict Jar cit 


cumftances of this cafe, he would with 
hold the evidence afked for. But will no 

‘ff } ry 
this eftablifh a general precedent ? How 


are precedents efiab lifhed ? Is it ufual for 
judges to make decifions for the “fpecid 
purpofe of becoming precedents ? No 
fuch thing. They give judgment m4 
cafe which comes before’ ‘shen, and that 
judgment becomes a precedent for fuble- 
ae cafes turnin ua upo " { 





the tgme 


prife 
) 








enridge) that a right to examine mmplics ” 





‘Jated ? 


$54 a si 7.5 


right to corretand controt is. This prop 
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ofition has been treq uently advanced o1 


Breck- 1} 


ils | 


dignity ot our Prefident can on! ly be pre- ciple. 1 thall be gladto know ines, pe 

ferved by withholding the evidence ,ot a diftin@ion is hereafter to be taken 0% 

taéts ? tween this and other cafes. Here is a fut 

pend ing in a court of juftice, and one dt 

We » have been told, S oO! ir, by an h onour- he parties app shes tora piece e of eV! dene 
able member from Kentuck y, (Mr. 


| v he he is advifed iS Materia i to eftab 
i us right—you refufei. W 
|e caufe, another party fhell 
What ground will vou 
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nen in nothe 
apply, 0 
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now refufe ? Will you again prejldge the 
“caufe, and give them the proof becauleyou 
deem it fufficient to carry the caufe. 
Mr. Prefident, one word more en that 
unity of the Executive which the gentle- 
man laft up is fo much attached to. Al- 
though I have already fpoken longer than 
I intended, I muft pray one moments at- 
tention. That honorable gent man thinks 
there fhould be a perfeé unity in the exec- 
utive power. The divifion of it is incon- 
fiftent with his ideas of good government, 
and therefore, he would admit of no en- 
uiry as to facts which may have happen- 
ed in the courfe of Executive volition, but 
give full credit to the commiffions and 
proclamations of the Prefident. Thefe :- 
deas, fir, confift well with monarchic in- 
fitution. Our fovereign lord the king, 1s 
indeed poffeifed of the tulnefs of executive 
ower, and may exercile it at his pieafure ; 
fat as to our fovreign lord the Prefident, 
the cafe is widely different. The Amert- 
can Conftitution has given to this Ss “nate a 
wholefome check upon his fovereign wiil. 
But according to the do€&trine which gen- 
tlemen now advance, this check 1s nu- 
gatory. Neiherthe people, nor the courts 
fhali queflion his commiffions nor his 
proclamations. His commiflions, it feems, 
confer compleat authority ; his proclama- 
tions are the fupreme law ; he may form 
what leagues he pleafes with foreign pow- 
ers, and when he thal! proclaim them, we 
are held to implicit obedience. ‘To thefe 
dofirines, fir, I take leave to enter my 
diffent. I hope that when the rights of A- 


vy 
ai 


merican citizens are invaded, not only the | 


Supreme Court of the United States, but 


' 





the County Court of the moft remote dis- | 


mNe 
aii’, 


tri will dare to exam e, and 
toredrefs. | hope this Senate will never, 
by an admiflion of fuch bafe and flavith 
dofirines, furrencer the authorities confer- 
red on them by our Conftitution- I hope 
they will ever be ready to aid the caufe oi 
freedom and juftice—and in this hope, I 
thall give my vote for the refolution on 
your table. 


Balance Closet, 


to jude 
ud: 





LIBERTY HE PRESS. 


OF ‘T 
No. 71. 

plan proposed in our las: 
We shall now lay before our readers that Sedirio 
Law, concerning which so much has 
written ; accompa 

. i 
v y * . ° P 

on ofthe Common Law against Libels, under 
Which the Junior edi 
been indicted. We 
the honest and candid of aij parties ;—of federalis 
suse it will give them additional reason to feel 
0 + C : 

of their Principles ; and of such democrats as 


PURSUANT to th 


aah 


been said an 


nied with a concise and correc? 


tor of this paper has recently 






crave the seriows attention of |) 
| 
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are open to conviction, because it will afford them 
a fair epportunity to discover the flimsy texture of 
that cloak of hypocrisy, which demagogues have 
put on to cheat the multitude, and further their 
own ambitious views. 

The Sedition Law (so called) was passed by 
Congress on the 14th day of July, 1798, and that 
part of it which relates to libels, is in the following 
words, viz: 





“« Be it enacted, Jc. That if any person shall 
write, print, utter or publish, or shali cause or pro 


' cure to be written, printed, uttered or published, or 


| 


sha!! knowingly and willingly assist or aid in writing, 
priuting, wttering or publishing any FALS&, 
SCANDALOUS and MALICIOUS writing or 
writings against the government of the United 
States, or either house of the Congress of the Uni- 
ted States, or the president of the United States, 
with intent to defame the said government, or eiiher 


house of the said Congress, or the said president, 


or to bring them, or either of them, into contempt 


| oreither or any of them, the hatred of the good 


people of the United States, or to stir up sedition 


| within the United States ; or to excite any unlaw- 


ful combinations therein, for opposing or resisting 
any law of the United States, or any act of the 
president of the United States, done in pursuance of 
any such law, or of the powers in him vested by the 


constitution of the United States ; or to resist, op- 





| exceeding two | 


pose, or defeat any such law or act ; or to aid, en- 


courage or abet any hostile designs of any foreign 


} Nation against the United States, their pe ple or 


government, then such person, being thereof con 
victed before any court of the United States having 


jurisdiction thereof, shall be punished by a fine not 


ment not exceeding two years. 

“© And be it furrher enacte! and declared, That if 
any person shall be prosecuted under this act, for 
the writing or publishing any libel aforesaid, it shall 
be lawful tor the defendant, upon the trial of the 
cause, to give im evidence in his defence, THE 
TRUTH OF THE MATTER contained in the 
publication charged as a libel. And the jury who 
shall try the cause, shall have a right to determine 
the law and the fact, under the direction of the 
court, as in other cases.”’ 

This law has been honored with the curses and 
execrations cf democrats, and-~with the approbation 
and support of federalists. Persons, regardless of 

1, 


truth, 


wv o 


onor or honesty, have stiled it the “ gag 
law.”? Democratic printers have, a thousand times, 
falsely declared, that it’prevented the publication of 
truth ; and that it was passed for the express pur- 
pose of silencing the just cemsures of the people ; 


and of shielding the conduct of the federal govern- 


| ment from scrutmy.—Reader, cast your eye once 


} 
i 


tained in the 


, tainly n 


more over thislaw. Search it—sift it down to the 
very bottom, and discover, if you can, any thing 
like a restraint on the genuine liberty of the press 
In what part of it will you ind any such restraint ? 
In that part which forbids the publication of any 
FALSE, SCANDALOUS and MALICIOUS 
LIBEL ? We trust not. Do you expect to find 
it in that part which gives any person prosecuted 
under the act aright “ to give in evidence in his 
defence, the TRUTH OF THE MATTER con- 


publication charged as a libel ?”’ Cer- 


for it 
Lea’ the further discussion of this point to 
future numbers, we proceed to the Common 
Law agaiists Libels :—— 


“« With regard to libels in general, (says Black- 
stone) there are, as in many other cases, two rem- 
edies ; one by indictment, and another by action. 
The former for the public offence ; fox every libel 


housand dollars, and by imprison-— 


Then, indeed, you must search in vain 





has a tendency to break the peace, or provoke oth- 


| ers to breakkit: which offence is the same whether 


' 
: 
: 
' 


' 
‘ 
' 


i 


ee 


the matter contained be TRUE or FALSE ; and 
therefore the defendant, on an indictment for , 


_ lishing a libel, is net allowed to alledge the TRUTH 
| Of it by way of justification.” 


‘¢ The communication of a libel to any one person 
(says the same commentator) is a publication in the 
eye of the law: and therefore the sending an abu- 
sive private letter to a man is as much a libel as it 
it were openly printed, for it equally tends toa 
breach ofthe peace. For the same reason it is im- 


| material with respect to the essence of alibel, wheth- 


er the matter of it be TRUE or FALSE ; since 
the provocation, and not the falsity, is the thing to 
be punished criminally : though, doubtless, the fals- 
hocd of it may aggravate its guilt, and enhance its 
punishment. In a civil action, we may remember, 
a libel must appear to be false, as well as seanda- 
lous ; for, if the charge be true, the plaintiff has re- 
ceived no private injury, and has no ground to de- 
mand a compensation for himself, wharever offence 


| it may be against the public peace : and, therefore, 


| is the sole consideration of the law. 


upon a civil action, the truth of the accusation may 
be pleaded in bar of the suit. But in a criminal 
prosecution, the tendency which all libels have to 
create animosities, and to disturb the ‘public peace, 
And there- 
fore, in such prosecutions, the only points to. be con- 
sidered are, first, the making or publishing of the 
book or writing ; and, secondly, whether the matter 
be criminal : and, if both these points are against 
the defendant, the offence against the public ts com- 
plete. The punishment of such libellers, for either 
making, repeating, printing, or publishing the libel, 
is fire, and such corporal punishment as the court in its 
DISCRETION sali inflict ; regarding the quan- 
tity of the offence, and the quality of the offender.” 
“« It seems to be clearly agreed (says Lord Bacon) 


that in anindictment or criminal prosecution fora 


libel, the party cannot justify that the contents 
thereof are TRUE, or that the person upon whom 
it is made hada bad reputation ; since the greater 
appearance there is of truth in any malicious invec- 


| tive, so much the more provoking it is.” 


‘© There can beno doubt but that a person who 
writes or publishes a libel is subject to the action of 


| the party injured, in which damages shall be recov- 


ered ; and that being convicted or an indictment or 
information, shall pay such fine, and also suffer such 


| corporal punishmext, as to the court, in DISCRE- 





PION, shall seem proper, according to the heimous- 
ness of the crime and the circumstances of the of- 
fen ler.” 

Ocher authorities might be quoted, but these are 
deemed sufficient to explain the common law prin- 
ciple ; and who, on a fair and impartial investiga- 
tion, will have the impudence to say, that the Se- 
dition Law was not an amelioration of the Com- 
mon Law? By the first, FALSE, scandalous and 

for 
Ac = 
, for 


nalicious libels alone, were punishable—and 
these the degree of punishment was imited. 
cording to the latter, TRUTH itgeif is a Livel 
the publishing of which, a printer is subject to fine 
and corporal punishment, limited enly by the ¢/s- 
cretion of a court. 

It may be answered, that Mr. Attorney-General 
Spencer, having granted liberty to the junior editor 
to prove the truth of thescharges stated im one* of 
the Common Law is thus placed 
ting with the Sediion Law. This 
; * bur (to use the language of the Attor- 
ney-General himself) when ch sely inspected, it will 
prove to be a mere Jack o’ th’ W isp, calculated to 
bewilder the judgment and iead it into error.”——— 
We shall speak more explici:ly on this head, when 
we come to treat particularly of Mr. Spencer's con- 
duct. 


the indictmencs, 
precisely on a f 


; } 
souncs Wei 


* Two indictments were Sound. 
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Agricultural. 


FOR THE BALANCE. 


WOOD FOR FUEL. 


OOD feems to be compofed, 
in a great meafure, of water, air, oil, falts, 
and earth. Accordingly, when it is con- 
fuming by fire, air is emitted trom it, and 
its watery particles afcend in a vapour of 
fmoke : at the fame time, te oily part 
feeds the flame ; while the falts and the 
earthy particles, in the decompofition of 
the wood by fire, become afhes. 


Hickery or Walnut, containing a much 
Jarger proportion of oil, and perhaps a 
fmaller proportion of watery fluid, than 
moft other kinds ef wood, burns freely 
when-gieen. <A very large proportion of 
moft kinds of green wood, efpecially if 
cut in {pring or fummer, is water ; and 
when one attempts to burn wood, in this 
condition, it fmoulders and emits a thick 
and offenfive {moke ; nor does it receive 
the flame or yield heat, till its watery par- 
ticles, have, in a meafure, pafled off in this 
imoky vapour, 


Dofor Williams, the learned and in- 
genious author of the hiftory of Vermont, 
mentions in that hiftory, that “*.a man 
much employed in making maple fugar, 
found that for twenty four days together, 


pitchy clouds of fmoke, infefting and tar- 
nifhing his rooms, and, at beft, filling his 
chimneys with foot ; 
his houfe to fire. 


It is neceflary, however, to remark that 
wood, which lies feafoning a long ume, 
efpecially in the open air, lofes, together 
with its watery particles, a confiderable 
portion of its oil, and fo becomes Icls 
valuable for fuel. It fhould therefore be 
neither ufed green, nor be fuffered to lie 
very long in leafoning, unlefs under cov- 
er. 


Miscellany. 


——- 


FOR THE BALANCE. 


TO THE CITIZENS OF HUDSON. 


-__ 


S a confiderable number of 
houfes will probably be erefted in this 
growing little place, during the current 
year, you will permit me to call your at- 
tention to the importance and abfolute ex. 


praéticable, with incombuftible and dura- 
ble materials. Abftra¢ied trom the con- 
fideration of the awful danger of fire, to 
which a wooden town is peculiarly expo- 
fed, it is bad economy to ercét houfes of 


eafily attainable. The exterior parts of 
wooden houfes, conftantly either imbib- 
ing or evaporating moiflure ;—expofed 


the beams of the fun ; muft foon 


yield 





ore of the maple trees which he tended, 
difcharged feven gallons and an half each 
day ; and that a large birch which was tap- 
ped in the fpring, ran at the rate of five 
gallons an hour when firft tapped.” 


Several kinds of trees, which are com- 
monly ufed for fuel, contain perhaps near- 
ly as much fluid as the {ugar maple and 
the bitch. 
ielling trees when they are fulleft of fap, 
and ufing them immediately in fire-wood : 
and ftill more abfurd it is to carry fuch 
green wood to market. Every halt cord 
of green wood, that has been cut down in 
{pring or fummer, contains a barrel or 
more of water or fluid ; and it would be, 
in that proportion, lighter, if this fluid 
were evaporated, or the wood feafoned. 

On the other hand, the buyer, with ev- 
ery :arge load of fuch wood, purchafes a 
barre! of water, which he is glad to dif- 
charge into the atmofphere, 


by feafoni 
the wood over the coals : and pe Opa. 


» m the mean 


Hence is feen the abfurdity ot 


corroding and putrid influenee of this vi- 
| ciflitude of weather -—They fhortly begin 
| to need expenfive repairs; and, in lefs 
than halfa century, muft be removed and 
replaced with new buildings. 

But thefe, however important in them- 
| felves, are comparatively but inconfidera- 
, ble obje&ts. Every other confideration is 
| abforbed by the frightful apprehenfion of 
| that imminent jeopardy from fire, to which 
| the inhabiters of wood-built boufes, clofe- 
| ly compacted together, are perpetually ex- 
| pofed. A general conflagration, in a com- 
pact town, prefents a fcene of indefcri- 


and compatting together houfes of wood, 


are piling up combuftibles for fuch a tre- 
mendous event. 


year, a kind of é2nder, 

















time, he is vexed and tormented, with | 


and thus expoling 


pedience of building, as far as may be }) 


9 , ' 
wood, in places where ftone and brick are 


alternately to fnows, rains, dews, and to | 


(unlefs well replenifhed with oil) to the }' 


| bable horror ; and people, by erecting 


Wooden houfes, in this 
part of the country where the air is much 
more drying, than it is near the fhores of 
the Atlantic, are, at fome feafons of the || 
A fingle fpark 
might enkindle among them a fire, that 
would roli its horrible torrents, with irre- 


fiftible force and fury.—Can a 
then, be more imprudent, more abfur 

more akin to madnefs, than to crewd to. 
gether wooden houfes, efpecially in pla 
ces where incombuftible and durable Ma. 
terials for building may be eafily ob, 


tained ? 


ny te 


As this fubje&t is of great importan 
I fhall beftow upon it {ome further . 


B, 


marks. 











Columbian Congress, 


* OPPRESSED HUMANITY." 


—-- 


To the Senate and Houfe of Reprefentatins 
of the United States, the Memorial of 
the Aliens 2».habitants of 


RESPECTFULLY SHEWETH : 


That your memorialifts, during the laf 
fefon of Congrefs, took the liberty of 
addrefling you, entreating a repeal of the 
then exifting naturalization law. 


| That whilft your memorialifts feel the 
' deepeft and moft grateful fenfe of your 
_ wifdom and goodne(s, in repealing the mot 
oppreflive of the difabilities of that fevere 
att ; they cannot, in juftice to themfelves, 
refrain from deterentially exprefling their 
regret, that the prefent law fhould, to fo 
high a degree, tend to prevent them from 
enjoying the benefits of the conftitution. 
That your Memorialifls fubmit the cit 
cumftances under which thofe of them, 
refiding here from the fummer of 1798, 
until the fpring of 1801, were placed— 
Every alien diftirgutfhed for his attack. 
ment tothe principles of liberty, was nyt 
fantly abufed in the papers countenants 
by the adminiftration then in power. The 
American minifler at St. James's notified 
in the name of his government, that th 
Irifh flate prifoners would not be permit 
to refide inthis country—And the Britib 
government made this the pretext for a 
taining them in dungeons tor the fpace 
four years, in open violation of a folew 
compaét.—The prefidency was at ™ 
time in the hands of a man_ notorol 
hoftile to aliens of Republican princip® 
—And the Prefident was authoriled ® 
law, to banifh any alien at his pleaturt 
, without trial and without appeal.—U 
| thefe circumflances your candour will® 
low, that an alien-refident could have? 
| tle inducement to declare his intentiod? 
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For by fo doing, he 


itizen : 
becoming a citiz lift of profeription, 


placed bis name on a 


and fubjeéted himfelf to banifhment, at the 


arbitrary will of an individual. 
That your Memorialifls do moft ref- 
fully prefume to fuggeftto the wifdom 
and juftice of Congres, that the pooreft 
emigrant that arrives here, has a property 
in his life, in his liberty, and in his labour ; 
and is as liable to the laws as the richett 
citizea. That to tax him, imprifon him, 
or put him to death, by laws, in the tram. 
ing of which he was not reprefented, is to 
exercife againft him an at? of tyranny. 
That though this doétrine, viewed in the 
abftraét, is found, and though the venerated 
example of America, who juftified her 
refiftance to Britain on this precife footing, 
gives it fanétion—Yet your Memorialifts 
are aware that in the internal regulations of 
States, it may—nay, ought, to be fubjeét 
to fume modification. 

That your Memorialifts with all due 
fubmiffion, conceive, that fociety would 
be fufficiently preferved, by admitting fuch 
Alien to immediate enfranchifement, as 
adduced fatista€tory proots of pure moral 
charadler—evidence of having paid taxes 
towards the fupport of government, and of 
attachment toits form; with arenunciation 
of his allegiance to any other—And a dec- 
laration of his intention of permanently re- 
fiding in this country. 

That while your memorialifts glory in 
the privilege a des {peaking to the great 
Council of the nation of their rights as 
men, they would not, merely on thefe 
rights however facred, reit their cau/e or 
their claims. 
juftice and to your poficy, as well as to 
their rights. 

Your memorialifts believed that a con- 
fiderable majority of their number might 
without regard to abftraét right, lay their 
claim on plighted faith. This mejorit) 
are the natives of Ireland—an ill-larred 
country, to whofe inhabitants flavery was 
more intolerable, after feven hundred years 
of diversified cruelties and oppreflions ; 

caule they til] retain a love tor, and ftill 
could appreciate the value of treedom.— 

Ongrefs, ftruggling tor independence, 
condoled with them :—warmly acknow!l- 
edged the fervices of Irifh patriots to the 
caufe of Humanity and America :” eagerly 
invited them to partake of their country 
and of their fuccefs ; andthe countrymen 
in ea ny have nevet by their conduét 

» or their votesin peace, proved un- 


worthy of the blefling. 

That your Memorialifls refpeffully 
appealing to the policy of th: meafare, re- 
* praia obferve, that thofe whu have 

acrificed their country andail the charities, 
Which render country dearto man. forthe 
‘Puociples on which your conaititution is 


be Balance. 


founded ; are not likely to be undeferving 
of the truft and of the funétions of cit- 
ized{hip. 


Your Memorialifts farther beg leave to 


ys adduce the example of the enlightened 


State in which they have the happine/s to 
live, as well as of the others which were 
the mildeft in their laws and moft liberal 
in their inftitutions refpeéting foreigners. 
It is believed that they are not inferior in 
attachmentto the American Union, 1nmor- 
als, in freedom, in arts, induftry, or prof- 
perity to any of their Sifter States. In 
the rapid increafe of population, which af- 
fords ftrength and fecurity to your young 
enviable form of government they are the 
foremoft. For by their conftitutions, the 
{tranger of good conduét, alter two years 
refidence was to be a citizen ; and in thefe 
he then hoped to find a home. 


Spain funk by the expulfion of the 
Moors. France expelled the Huegonots, 
and England and Ireland eftablifhed their 
ftaple manufa&ture. Encourage your al- 
iens, you will have the arts and manufac- 
tures of Europe—negleét us we faffer, but 
you are not ferved. 

Your Memorialifts, therefore pray, that 
you may, in your wildom and goodnefs, 
admit to citizenfhip thofe who are now 
excluded by default, on account of not 
having made a declaration, three years 
previoufly, of their intention. And that 





They would appeal to your |; 


you may reflore the time of two years ref. 
~< - e . P 
| idence {pecified by the law originally en- 
| ated to eftablifh an uniform rule of natur- 
| alization. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 


February 7. 


Mr. Smilie prefented a memorial [in form 
as above] from the aliens refiding in 
Chefter County, in the flate of Pennfy!- 
vania. 

Mr. Smilie moved that the memorial be 
reterred to a feleé&t committee. 

Mr. Davis hoped it would be permitted 
to lie on the table. He thought that del- 
cription of people was becoming extremely 
troublefome. Great pains had been taken 
to fatisty that clafs of men: An act was 
| paffed at the laft feffion for the fole purpole 
of their accomodation—yet they are not 
fatisied. I think it time to turn a deaf ear 
to thofe importnnities, and put an end to 
them. A great portion of the time of the 
houfe was laft year confumed upon the 
fubje&. Such provifion was made as was 
thought proper and reafonable, and I am 
not now difpofed to take up the bufinefs 
again. It we fhould makea law that thefe 
aliens might become citizens the next day 
| after their arrival, they would then petition 








| tor fomething elfe. We ought to attend 
Ito the rights and the claims of our own 
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citizens, and not confume our time in at- 
tempting to fatisfy people who, it would 
feem, can never-be-fatisfied. I hope we 
fhall turn a deaf ear to this petition and put 
a flop tothe bufinefs. 


Mr. Smilie hoped the motion would 
prevail. He thought that fo much refpeét 
at leaft ought to be paid to the petition as to 
commit it, even though the houfe fhould 
not find time to aft upon it at the prefent 
fefion. He was the more of this opinion 
from his knowledge that a great number of 
fimilar memorials would be prefented from 
the aliens of Pennfylvania and New-York. 

Mr. Grifwold wifhed that the beginning 
of the memorial might be read again. If 
he underftood it correétly, it contained 
fome indecent and unbecoming ¢xpré/- 


fions. 


Part of the memorial was again read. 


Mr. Bayard agreed with the gentleman 
trom Kentucky (Mr. Davis.) He thought 
it quite fufficient to permit the memorial to 
lie onthetable. He did not know that to 
refer the memorial toa fele& committee 
would be treating it with refpeét. He did 
not believe that the houfe would be ableto 
aét upon the fubje& during the prefent 
feffion, nor did he deem it neceflary. The 
law waslaft feflion reviled by a committee 
confifting of the triends ot aliens—by this 
he meant, thofe who profefled themfelves 
the friends of aliens—The meafures recom- 
mended by that committee were adopted. 
This, he thought, ought to fatisty them. 

Mr. Bayard made fome general remarks 
upon the impolicy of admitting aliens im- 
mediately to the rights of citizenfhip. He 
was afraid that by extending thofe rights 
indifcriminately to all. perfons who may 
choole to come to our country we fhall 
uncitizenize ourfelves. Under the laws 
already exilling, aliens are permitted to 
hold property real and perfonal—are effec- 
tually proteéted in their perfons and prop- 
erty, and enjoy al] the benefits of citizens 
except the right of interfering in our elec. 
tions. 

He could not think it proper to admit 
ftrangers, ignorant of our government and 
laws, binging fromtheir refpeétive coun- 
tries political ‘opinions & prejudices incon - 
fiftent with our inftitutions, to intermeddle 
with our public concerns till time fhould 
be given for them to become acquainted. 
For that purpofe he thought the time at 
prefent allowed fufficiently fhort. He 
was not therefore difpofed to take up the 
time of the houfe with the fubje&. 


Mr. Smilie apprehended no danger tothe 
government from the admiffion of aliens to 
the rights of citizenfhip. There are, per- 
haps, a greater number of aliens in Penn- 
fylvania, than in any other flate, aud he 
thought the politics of that flate to be per- 








fe€tly found. 
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The queftion was taken on refering the 
memorial to a feleét commitiece and oil, 
ayes 33, noes 49. 


February 8. 

Mr. Leib this morning prefented a peti- 
tion from the aliens refident at Carlifle in 
Penafylvania, in the fame words as the one 
prefented yelterday by Smilie. 

While the memorial was reading, 

Mr. Davis rofe and faid he hoped the 
readin would be difpenfed with, and that 
the houfe would go toother bufinefs. He 
did not think it the duty of the houfe to fit 
and hear fuch complaints and even revi- 
lings from worthie{s and difcontented men 
of that defcription. They are not, faid he, 
induftrious and refpeélable men, but tur- 
bulent foreigners who have no title to be 
thus troublefome. I donot think that we 
are under any obligation to lilten to fuch 
indecency coming trom fuch men. 

Mr. Leib confented to difpenfe with the 
reading and hoped it would be referred toa 
ieleét committec. 

Mr. Varnum hoped it would not be re- 
ferred. He did not think it entitled to any 
fuch attention. It was evident that the 
memorialifts were a difcontented and tur- 
bulent clafs of men, and had taken |:ber- 
ties, in fpeaking of the authorities of the 
country, which he thought altogether un- 
becoming and indecent. 

Mr. Thatcher was happy to find that his 
colleague (Mr. Varnum) was difpofed to 
check fuch infolence. He thought the 
memorialifls paid but an i!i compliment to 
the majority of that houfe, by fuppofing, 
thay by reviling the Jaft adminitration they 
fhould curry favor wiih the prefent. It 
was a matterof no confequence to him 
what adminiffration it might be that might 
be made the obje& of fuch calumny—He 
would as foon oppole {uch an infult offered 
to the prefent adiminiftration as to any for- 
merone. He had given his vote againil 
the reference of the memorial offered yel- 
terday, though he did not at that time know 
that it wasa prinied paper. Henow found 
that this memorial was in precilely the fame 
words, and it appeared to be a paper circu- 
lating among difcontented aliens for the 
purpofe of procuring fignatures. He was 
furprifed to find that any gentlemen who 
had felt fuch great fenfibility atthe reading 
of a memoria! from one of the late officers 

of the U. Srates (Mr, M’ Henry) and one 
which appeared to him perteétly decent 
and refpettful, could liflen, without indig- 
nation tothe reading of this paper coming 
from perfons not even citizens of the Uni- 
ted States. He was of opinion that it ought 
not 10 be permitted even to lie on te ta- 
ble. 
Mr. S. Smith had never known an in- 
‘ftance where a memorial or petition that 
was prefented by an honourable. member, 
was relufed a commitment. 
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edged that fome parts of the memorial con- ;| thought it ought to be remember 


tained very unadvifed expreflions ; but 
there were parts which in his opinion de. 
ferved attention. He hoped, therefore, 
that it would be committed in order that 
fuch parts as ar¢ proper.might be confider. 
ed, 

Mr. S. would not queftion the fincerity 
of the remark of the gentleman from 
Maffachufetts (Mr. Thatcher) that he 
would equally oppofe an infult to the pre. 
fent adminiftration: Tiough Mr. Smith 
faid he would not forget that, during the 
prefent feflion, that gentleman had, by his 
vote, declared that he has no confidence in 
that adminillration—a declaration, in his 
opinion, much more infulting than any 
thing contained inthe memorial of the 
aliens. He conlidered the conduct of the 
houfe towards the memoria] prefented yel- 
terday as altogether unufual and unexam- 

led. 

As to the memorial of a late officer of the 
government, to which an allufion had been 
made, he could never fee what the obje& 
of it was, or that it had any objeét, unlefs 
it was that it fhould be primed for the ufe 
of the members and thus that it fhould go 
forth to the world. 

Mr. Thatcher could not underftand what 
the gentleman meant by faying that thole 
who wifhed to hear the reading of the me- 
morial which had been alluded to, had no 
objcét in view but to have it printed and 
given out to the world. It never was 
printed—nor did any one afk for the prin- 
ting of it; it was not even reterred to a 
committee. 

As to the vote which he had given, and 
which had been mentianed by the gentle- 
man Jaft up, the reafons upon which he 
afted were given at the time. 


One was 
that the paflawe of the refolutic 


nh was alto- 


gether extraneous, and irrelevant to the 


main purpofe. Another was, that it tied 


| up the hands of the nation againft a€ting 


until the executive fhould think fit. He 
believed he was authorifed in faying that 
fome of the majority now regretied the in- 
troduction of the paragraph into the refolu- 
Lion, 

He hoped the houfe would have too 
much regard for its own dignity 
age applicatious of the indecent: nature of 
that under conlideration, and he could not 
but think it extraordinary, that a compari- 


the members of that houfe and the exprei- 


| fions contaized in tha: 


Mr. Smilie did h 


memorial. 

ne the memorial would 
| be committed.. Though he vellerday fail- 
ed he hoped to fucceed day. He 
| thought jome parts ot the memorial deferv- 
ed aitention, and he weuld 
liften to thofe parts becaufe fome other 
parts contained expreflions which he with: 
edhad not beeninit. 
thofe 


tO 


But in extenuation 
unjuilifiable expreflions, he 
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fon fhould be drawn between the votes ot | 


not retufe to | 
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; ed that ee 
feelings of thofe people had been rede Mr. . 
|, wounded ; that they were cruelly and ini 1d be 
|| rlouily treated under the former admion oe 
tration and under the alien law.—Furthe, in si 
he believed that every thing which ih aed 
memorialifts had fated was itriGily trp te 4 és 
though it was not proper for them tg - well t 
prefs that truth. They were abufed “i. eft N 
the former adminiftration—they wera ‘dered i 
out of the proteétion of the law and oe. ‘pte th 
liable to banifhment without trial or hee. gether 
ing. 
Mr. Elmer was oppofed to the comm; thougnt 
a © commit. | the facts 
| ment--not only on account of the inde. | and cou 
cency of the memorial, which, in his o. # referenc 
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' ceptionable, but there wa 


. . ae R mM a ‘ 
pinion contained expre HiOnSs y cry unbe, ‘ as Wl 


coming in aliens, but becaufe the fubje@ fF vert that 
had already been a€ted upon by the prefeng , ing to t! 
songrefs at the Jaft feffion. and tro 

Mr. Nicholfon did not recolle@ ever tg really bi 
! 


have voted againft the reference of any me. | Should | 





morial or petition until the one which we defcript 
prefented yelterday, and otf which this ap. | more to 
| peared to be an exaét tranfcript. He had f ders tot 
| voted again{t that becaufe of the indecent out to t! 
iform in which it came forward. He} Mr. I 
ithought that no refpeét or attention was} the ger 
due to men who, not being citizens of the | Smilie) 
United Stat - have the effrontery to treat {tated in 
the hoafe with fo little refpeét as to come ferved t 
torward with a declaration that a late Pref. & were co 
ident was hoitile to all aliens of republi.f true—a 
can principles. colleag: 
Mr. Claiborne called forthe reading of cent to 
the memorial. He was uniformly in he ute su 
vour of hearing the memorials and the § “omen 
complaints of pe fons who chofe to addrefs § He o 
that houfe, but if upon the reading he fhould ifts had 
find that the prefent memorial contained plaint a 
fuch exp e | 1 ns as had beea mentioned, our mu 
he fhou!d vote againft tt. expreii 


the ftate 


TH, nirietat deanceih sainae wee 
We mS ] ha Li ‘¥ 1S rc a s u 90Nn Ww nich 4 ie . 
I j | an i s on the might n 
sib cailed tor the yeas and nays on ue “ 
i igs lin that in < 
11) 4 ’ r 
queatic nv 4 _B ing they 
Mr. Randolph faid as the yeas and nays grievou 
‘ . ‘ ’ } P 
had been called for, and as he fhould vote country 


differently trom what he voted yefterday, nue: b 
he tho’t it his duty to itate the reafons up®F enitied 
which he aéted. He did not hear the MEE \eQjures 
morial when it was read yeiterday, other States. 

wife he fhould not have voted fora rele 


Mr, 
ence. He had no inclination to_ pay te fnough 
leaft attention to a paper containing ioe people \ 
expreflions as that contained and comity geno, 
from perfons whohave nothing to do Would, 


with the government. He thought it Bin. ie 
nough to be obliged to receive memory. oy 
‘nature from our Citiz@™ Bhs yor 
and was not at all inclined to extend Mp9” 5 
indulgence to difcontented and meddlil} Bin the } 


perfons who were not citiz@ms. preflion 
Mr. Jones was in favour ot the reference Mr. 

not becaufe he approved of the lang g° Bmore re 
the memorial, for he thouc!it ic very “Hithan ro 


rt of the te Med to t] 
den y ¢ 
Mat he 


i~ 


quell which 


he thought reaivmad.¢. 
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. as with it. 
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Mr. D 
ings of comm 
reyedting tac 
refered to a € 





eemaeel 2. Be 
ennis believed that no example 
‘ound in parliamentary proceed- 
itting part ‘ta petition ana 
reft. It the memorial was 
ymmittee, it muft all be re- 
fered, anc muflal! be read and confidered : 
as well the parts which are indecent as the 
ret. Nodivifion could be made—he con- 
fidered 11 as being impoflible m the nature 
of the thing. Bet ses, he tnought “ alto- 
vether unneceffary. It ‘it thould ' be 
thought nec. {lary to att upon the fubyeét, 
the fats were already belore the houfe, 
and could be atted upon as veil w ithout a 
reference of the memorial to a committee 
He felt no difpofition to con- 
vert that houfe into,an organ for convey- 
ing to the wo! id the flanders of at bulent 
and troublefome foreigners, which woul 
really be the eff. | 
Should the example be fet, people of that 
defcription would hereafcer have nothing 
more to do than to communicate their flan. 
ders to that houfe and thus have them given 
out to the world 

Mr. Dennis faid he did not know what 
the gentieman fy : Fennfs | 
Smilie) meant by faying vat all which was 
ftated inthe memorial was true.—He ob- 
ferved that the memorialiils flated that they 
were convidls—This par't ie prefumed was 


. ts ey 
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true—and he wifhed to know whether his . 


colleague (Gen. S. Smitii) thought it de- 
cent ¢o place the flanders of foreign con- 
vidls upon a level wit n 
tlemen upon that floor. 

He obferved turther, that the memorial 
ifts had ftated, as one part of their com- 
plaint againit the jate adminiftrecion 


| | 
ithe votes of g 


that 


? 


our minifter at she Court of Londdn had | 


expreiled the with of his povernment that 
the flate priioners of [reland and England 


might not be fent to the United and 





on the States, 
that in confequence of this crue! proceed. 
i ol ing they had been fubjected Lo long and 
rer grievous Imprifonim: ots im their own 
gp ountry. This, he prefumed, was alfo 
iterday, tue; but he did not know thatthis had 
1s UPON entitled them to come and read politica! 
the my _ le€ures to the government of ey U wited 
, OLN States, 
a ae Bacon thought it would be time 
no foek goto attend to BRE re JUCIES Ol thele 
comifif pore when they fhoul icome forward W ith 
to do “ <r ge petition. . lo reter thi sem! 1a] 
ht it “tay ’ * his opinion, be holding out to 
. morial thr cn # to ar countries as well as 
"1tizemy ~~ dlatobe 2 that the fure ft way to picafe 
ond the lah’ He a is to cenfure the 
‘edaling “yi sie there was not a perfon 
¢ le who wifhed that fuch an ex- 
. Preflion fhoun!@he made. 
ere "fl Claiborne faid there was nothing 
"8 . epugnant to his feelings in genera! 
ery XBithan 10 refife to liften to petitions prefent 
f thet M@edto that Houle. But viewings the ten- 
; cy of that memoria! he was almof? forr 


’ P 
he had called for the readi: x Of it 
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& of adopting the motion. | 
i Oo 


he Balance, 


It the contents could be known in any o:her 
way he fhould not think that it oug 

be allowed a public reading in that Houfe. 
He was of opinion that the Americau 
people are quite able to govern t! 


it a WJ 


hemfels Cs 
without the aid of thofe who live upon th 
hofpitality and couriefy of the country, and 
who ought to know how to make a proper 
return for that hofpitality and courtely. 
He well remembered the condu& of the 
aliens at the time the Britith treaty 
under confideration—that vafl numbers 
of memorials were fent by them to our 
government, and many of them went fo far 
astodifmils perfons fromtheir employment 
who retufed to fign thofe' momorials—He 
thought it time to puta flop to fuch hib- 
erties. 

The queftion was then taken by yeas 
and navs, ** Shall the memortal /, ‘erred 
to a fele@ committee ?”’ and i* was refolved 
inthe negative; yeas twenty three, nays 
fixty-one. 
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Be it our weekly task, 


Ta nore the passing tidings of the times. 


>> >>>> OOK KCL CES 


busgon, March 1, 1803. 
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MORE OF THE WORKS OF GIDEON. 


tr ~ Eeowee >| 
WittramM Goopwin, k[fq. 
C } TT ‘ae 
out of the Poft-Office at Plymouth, Malis. 
{7 a oxaee re P _ oon 
and JAMES WakREN, E!g. appointed in 


his place. 
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The Governor of Mafflachuietts has ap. 
pointed Thurfday the 7th of Aprn, as 3 
day of Faiiing and Prayer, throughout the 


Commonwealth. 





A line 


land (M 


of ftages is eftablifhed from Port 
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a fummer the diltance will berun 
in winter, In 21. 
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IMPORTANT. 


We colle& the following Congreffional 
' information from fundry extrafts of let- 
ters, &c. which appear in the Eventn: 
Poft of the eed ult. Mr. Coleman + 
excufe the liberty we have take 
fing. 

Mr. Rofs, federal Senator from 
fylvania, on the 16th ult. m 
ergetic and impreflive fpeech on the flate 
of the nation, with particular allufion to 


the affair of New Orleans. He was pre 


ideatlong 





naling to follow this up with refolutions 
} # ‘ , " lz s ‘ .¢ _ a 
'contormabl!e to the jprrut Or his Ipeec ty 


Per n- | 


FS One | 


Vee Se EE SS SA a a A 








oe-— - 


a ee 


. American citizens 
; waters 





I 





$2 ROOTS Oe 
; : re , 
when the democrats (thofe that flick to tne 
Prefident through thick and thin) took the 
aiarm, ind pot the ratlarties cleartd ; up- 


4 
h Mr ithat he would 


on w } ivil. R isd cla 

nat i TY his refolutions in fe ret, and, 

the: ‘mat thattsme. Line 

nextday, the democrats, aware of the im- 
, 


yyre*} 
eo) e 


fion which fuch a proceeding would 
have upon the public mind, conlented to 
et ? 


lore, Groppeca tit 
tt 


open the doors, when the fubjoined refo- 
lutions were offered, 

Pe e/olved, That the United States have 
an indifputeble right to the free navigation 
of the river Mili ffippi, and toa convenient 
place of depofit for their produce and 
meichandize in the ifland of New. Orleans. 


That the late infra€tion of fuch their 
unqueftionable right, is an aggreflion hoffile 
to their honour and intereft. 

That it does not confift with the dignity 
or fafety of this Union, to hold a right {fo 
important by atenwre fo uncertain. 

That it materially concerns fuch of 
as dwell on the weftern 
effential to the union, 


he 


; and 1s 


| ftrength and profperity of thefe ftates, that 


tncy obt 
|| and peaccableenjoy ment of fuch their ablo. 


in complet? fecurity for the full 


} 1} Le 

‘That the Prefident be authorized to take 
immediate pofleflion of fuch place or pla- 
ces, in the faid land, or the adjacent 
rritories, as he may deem fit or conyen- 


ient, for the purpefygs aforefaid ; and to 
adopt fuch other meafures for obtaining that 
con} lete fecun Li} as to him, in his wildom, 
hail igem meet. 
‘That he be authorifed to cal! into a&ual 
lervice, any number of the mulitia of the 
tes of South-Curolina, Georgia, Ohio, 
Kentucky, Penneiice, or of the Mififippi 
Cee ag: 
ry, which he may think proper, not 
' 


ity thoufand, and to “mploy 
lem, toy ith the military and navel 
orces of the Union, tor effecting the ob- 


jcCis abovementioned, 
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t< Ctnier W 


‘That the fum of five millions of dollars 
be appropriated to carry into effeét the 
foregoing refolutions; and thatthe whole 
or any part ofthat fum be paid or applied 
on warrants, drawn tn parfuance of fuch 
ireéiions as the Prefident may, from time 
ink propel tO give to tne {e cretary 


ry. 
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In th city, on Saturday last, Mr. Unie. 
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(The follewing fable from the Eunerzan MaGa- 
z1NE, of 1801, contains a most excellent moral. 
TRUTH AND THE MILLER. 


A FABLE. 


Cut was the air, and wide around 
Descending snows had cloath’d the ground, 
When shiv’ring at the MiLier’s gate, 

In tatrer’d weeds wBEGGar sat. 

The Man of Meal, with fluent tongue, 
Could reason well of right and wrong ; 
He lov’d his friend, his glass, his joke, 
But us’d Religion as a cloak ; 

With Fa:th and Hope he still was free, 

But never practis'd Charity. 

To him the wretch her tale address’d, 
And thus, in piteous strain, express’d :— 
** For Heav'n’s sweet sake, kind Sir ! O ! spare 
One farthing to a widow’s pray’r ; 

Hard are the times, and little know 

The rich of poverty and woe : 

At home for bread my infants pine, 

And ev’ry racking care is mine !” 


« Vagrant, begone !” the good man cried— 
* And haste thy loathsome form to hide ; 
To honest labour turn thine hand ; 
Forbear thy plaints, and understand, 
That though thou dar’st at Heav'n repine, 
’Tis sloth and indolence, like thine, 
With other crimes combin’d, that call 
The chiast’ning rod of Heav’n on all ; 
Hence fruitless seasons, harvest drear, 
And alt the plagues that blot the year !” 


He spoke—when, lo! before his eyes— 
As flames thro’ smouldering smoke arise— 
The Surrcianr rose, transform’d and bright, 
A native of the realms of light ' 
A sun of splendor grac'd her breast, 
A zealous rage her eye confess'd, 
As thus, with action dignified, 
And awe commanding voice, she cried~ 


** Detested wretch ! immers’d in gain, 
And harden'd to another’s pain, 
Thou dost the attributes abuse 
Of him whose name thou dar’st to use ; 
And, whilst thou pleadest Virsue's caue, 
Liv'st the transgressor of her laws ! 
No fault is there in Providence, 
Onwhich you found your stale pretence; 
Nor are your fellow-creatures’ crimes 
Sole causes of unhappy times— 
Deep in your breast the evil dwelle— 
There Av’atce lurks in hidden ceils ; 
And there the Sorceress plies her art, 
Which turns to adamant the heart. 
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In me behold thy deadliest foe— 
My name is TRUTH ; and dzmon ! know, 
The slumberer Conscienee I can wake, 

And bid her guilty victims quake.— 
Unless Repentance seize thy soul, 

And make thy wounded spirit whole, 

Her vengeance shall pursue thee down 

To endless pangs in shades unknown ! 


——en ag FO 
MBonitorial Department. |; 
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Te aid the cause of virtue and religion. | 


FOR THE BALANCE, 


ENCE OF NOAH’: DELUGE. 


UFFON, a French philofopher, 
of diftinguifhed learning and great tame, 
but an oppofer, and contemner of the fa- 
cred volume, conje€tured that the earth: 
is a fragment torn off trom the fun ; that, 
it being, at the period of its firft diflodge- 
ment, a bal! of folid fire, it muft have took 
fome thoulands of years to cool it to fuch 
a degree as to render its furface habitable : 
confequently, that the earth, near the 
poles, had formerly a proper degree of 
warmth for elephants, rhinoceri &c. ;— 
and that in this way we may account for 
the {keletons of thefe animals being found 
in the polar regions, 


I believe I have not done (certainly have 
not defigned to do) any injuftice to the 
fentiments of Buffon, on, this fubjeét ; 
tho’ I have to depend on memory, as his 
writings are not now beforeme. Wheth. 
er any credit is due to this philofophical | 
fancy ; or whether it is not even a con- 
firmation of the truth of Mofes’s hiftory of 
the flood, that a man of fingular learning 
and talents has had recourfe to fuch a wild 
theory to invalidate it ;—let every candid 
reader judge. 


A diftinguifhed philofopher of our own 
country, Mr. Jefferfon, has objeéted to 
the credibility of Mofes’s hiftory of the 
deluge, on the ground that it violates the 






Vor. II. 


ee 


Be this queftion, however, as it ; 
—whether the deluge were a natural of . 
fupernatural event, its exiftence Cannot be 
reafonably doubted ; inafmuch as it js at. 
tefled, not only by facred hiftory, but alfo 


by its evident effeéts over the face of the 
earth. 


The moft learned man in the world js 
{carcely more able to dive into the arcan 
of the laws of nature, than a fly, tha 


lights upon St. Paul’s Church, is able to 


fean its dimenfions and criticife on the 
juftnefs of its proportions. 


But if it were even granted, that, ac. 
cording to the ufual operation of the laws 


of nature, the united waters of the oceans 
and of the atmofphere could not be made 


to cover the earth, to a height much a 
bove thirty feet, it is flill more rational to 
admit a fupernatural agency, than to de. 
ny the faét :—a fa& or event, that ac 
counts for a multitude of phenomena, 


other known principle. 
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TERMS OF THE BALANCE, 


To City Subscribers, Two Dollars and fifty ceats, 
payable in quarterly advances. 

To Country Subscribers, who receive-their papers 
at the office, Two Dollars, payable as above. 


Dollars, exclusive of postage, payable in advanet. 
A handsome title-page, with an Index or Table 
of Contents, will be given with the last number 
of each volume. 

Advertisements inserted in a conspicuots and 
handsome manner, in the Adwerteser which accom 
panies, and circulates as extensively as the Balance 











Complete files of the first volume, which have 
been reserved in good order for binding, are for sale 
—Price of the volume, bound, Two Dollars and ff, 
ty cents—-unbound, Two Dollars. The whole wl 
be sent, stitched or in bundles, te any post-oflsce is 
the state, for 52 cents postage ; orto any post 
fice in the union for 78 cents. 





AGENTS FOR THE BALANCE. 
IN ADDITION T@ THOSE HITHERTO MENTIONS 
Providence, R. I. Mr. Wheeler, Printer. 





eliablithed laws of nature ; according to 
| which, (in his opinion) water cannot be 
made to rife over the furface of the earth, 
to fuch an attitude as to cover even final! 
bills, and much lefs the lot.ieft moun- 
tiins. On the ather hand, Barnarden St. 
Pierre, a French author, who is. no lefs 
celebrated for philofophical difquifitions 
than Mr. Jefferfon, has offered to the pub- 
he a very ingenious theory, which (it true) 
feems to prove that the deluge was pofli- 
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| ble even on natural principles. 
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